
  

 
 

COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING – 26 NOVEMBER 2003 
 

POSITION STATEMENT BY THE LEAD MEMBER FOR EDUCATION 
 

Schools’ Funding 
 
 

• Members of the Council will recall that the Secretary of State for 
Education announced in July that there would be greater funding 
stability in 2004/05 and “limited, transitional support” to assist schools 
that have been underfunded in the current year. 

 
• The Leader of the Council wrote to the Schools’ Minister (Mr Miliband)  

seeking clarification of the Government’s intentions but received no 
further guidance on what was planned until Mr Clarke’s further 
statement of 29 October and the recent local government funding 
settlement.  These include the following information: 

 
 All schools are guaranteed at least an extra 3.4% per pupil 

compared with 2003/04 (3.4% is the Government’s calculation of 
average inflationary pressures in 2004/05) 

 Where rolls are static or falling the guaranteed up-lift will increase 
by at least 4% 

 The schools’ FSS will increase overall by between 5% per pupil 
(floor LEAs) and 6.8% per pupil (ceiling LEAs). 

 LEAs will be required to passport the increase in FSS into their 
schools’ budget 

 Central spending on the retained part of the schools’ budget cannot 
increase by more than the increase for schools. 

 Leicestershire will receive additional funding (c.£3.7M in 2004/05 
and potentially £1.85M in 2005/06) to help alleviate the problems 
caused by the 2003/04 funding changes. 

 
• Members of the Council and schools, will want to know how this will 

affect Leicestershire schools and pupils. 
 

• An overall increase at the floor level of 5% will, at best, just meet the 
extra costs faced by schools.  Under this scenario schools would be 
funded in real terms at the 2003/04 level (which has been difficult for 
many schools); or lower. 

 
• Two centrally retained items within the schools’ budget have been 

overspent in 2003/04 (mainstream statement and out County SEN 
budget).  In order to keep the centrally retained budget increase in-
line with the increase received by schools, the Council will have to 
delegate to schools in 2004/05 the full mainstream statement budget. 

 



  

 
• The additional, transitional funding, whilst very welcome, is a 

temporary injection to provide time for schools with the greatest budget 
problems to bring spending in-line with the lower levels of funding 
available in 2003/04 and 2004/05.  The Cabinet, advised by the 
Funding Forum and working within parameters set down by Charles 
Clarke, will need to decide how to target the extra funding at the most 
needy schools.  Members need to be aware that schools that have 
taken tough decisions in order to keep budgets in credit have 
expressed concerns that the Government’s policy on this issue will be 
interpreted as “rewarding” poor practice. 

 
• The budget settlement is very complex technically and this will slow 

down the production of final budgets for schools.  Therefore, schools 
will be advised to forward plan on the basis of the minimum 
guaranteed uplift percentage. 

 
Yellow Buses 
 

• Due to the success and popularity of the three Yellow Buses we 
introduced into the school transport fleet in March 2003 we have been 
able to lease a fourth Yellow Bus this month within the budget originally 
set.  Demand from schools to hire Yellow Buses has been higher than 
anticipated due to the useful size of the bus which at 70 seats is a 
preferable alternative to double deck travel;  the noticeable 
improvements to the safety and security of pupils; and the positive 
impact on pupil behaviour. 

 
• The six year pilot initiated in March had a number of objectives 

including raising the quality of home to school transport; providing a 
safe and secure environment for pupils travelling to and from school 
and so improving their behaviour where that was a issue; and offering 
an affordable alternative to contract buses.   All three objectives have 
been met. 

 
• The new bus will serve schools in NW Leicestershire where pupils 

travel to Ashby Ivanhoe and Ashby Grammar School.  The new route 
will remove the need for one double decker bus. 

 
• Yellow buses operate only after staff, pupils and parents have been 

provided with an induction programme on the expectations placed on 
pupils travelling in this way. 
 

School Improvement 
 

• Once again Leicestershire’s School Improvement work has been 
recognised as a national example of very good practice. 



  

 
• This Administration identified support for Gifted and Talented Pupils as 

a priority.  The result of this was that our work was highly praised by 
Ofsted in our recent inspection.  I am very pleased to inform the 
Council that the DfES has identified our achievement in this area as a 
national example of innovative and effective practice by a Local 
Education Authority.  An analysis of the work has been circulated to all 
LEA’s in England. 

 
I.C.T. Award 
 

• This Administration has always viewed the development of I.C.T. in the 
County’s schools as a fundamental area of improvement.  This view 
was reflected in the additional funding given in previous budget 
settlements aimed at raising levels of achievement in I.C.T. 
(Information Communication Technology).  The investment has already 
started to have an impact;  Ofsted has identified improvements across 
our schools. 

 
• We are very pleased that one of our schools, Woodland Grange 

Primary School in Oadby has been identified for national recognition by 
the National Association of Advisers in Computer Education.  This 
award is extremely difficult to get and very few schools in England have 
received the award.  The Headteacher, Mrs. Lesley Butcher, will 
receive the award from Mr Miliband, Minister of State for School 
Standards, at the British Education Teaching in Technology 
Conference in London. 

 
 


