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POSITION STATEMENT BY THE LEADER 

 
The William Webb Ellis Cup 
 

• I am certain that all members of the County Council will wish to join me 
in congratulating the England Rugby Union Team in winning the World 
Cup last Saturday and will wish to celebrate and honour the large 
numbers of people in the squad with Leicestershire connections. 

 
• The County Council will be arranging an occasion to mark their 

achievements as soon as this can be done.  I cannot say exactly when 
this will be since we will obviously respect playing commitments.  The 
Council will also be looking at how, on behalf of Leicestershire people, 
it can show its appreciation to England’s magnificent Captain, Martin 
Johnson. 

 
Leicestershire Matters 
 

• I am very pleased to report that the first issue of the new-look 
Leicestershire Matters is currently being delivered to households in 
Leicestershire. 

 
• The publication plays a key role in providing information about the 

County Council and the services delivered to local people. Now in a 
newspaper size, Leicestershire Matters has been completely re-
designed in a bold, modern style, with sharply written stories and a 
range of facts and events. The publication uses fully recycled paper 
and this new format is more cost effective than the previous version.  

 
• The first issue in this style is informing people about a range of County 

Council services, initiatives and successes. These include details of our 
new Highways initiative and ‘Roadline’ number, the excellent exam 
results achieved by Leicestershire pupils this year, a recent successful 
social services inspection and the opening of the new Fleckney centre.  

 
• The views of local people are important to the County Council and, as 

with all previous issues of Leicestershire Matters, we are seeking views 
on the publication and the stories featured. 

 
3 Star Rating 
 

• I am very pleased to announce that the County Council’s Social 
Services have been awarded the top three star performance rating for 
the third year running.  The star rating summarises the Social Services 
Inspectorate’s judgements of performance across all aspects of Social 
Services activity on a scale from zero to three stars. 



 

 
  
  

 

 
• Leicestershire is one of 16 three star authority council’s nationally, and 

one of only 4 three star Shire counties.  For both adults and children’s 
services the Council is judged to be serving most people well with 
excellent prospects for improvement. 

 
• It is a credit to the Social Services Department's staff, colleagues in 

partner agencies and to the Members of the Cabinet and the Council.  
It underlines our commitment to provide high quality services.  The 
Administration will do everything we can to maintain this level of 
performance and continue to develop and improve our services for the 
people of Leicestershire. 

 
Structure Plan 
 

• At the last Council meeting I reported my concern about the 
unnecessary intervention by the Government that is preventing the 
adoption of the Structure Plan.  Members will recall that the terms of 
the its direction on housing and Green Belt issues were rather 
ambiguous.  The Council has made some headway in clarifying the 
exact reasons for the direction and has provided GOEM officials with 
information that may help them reconsider the Government's position.  
I am pleased to say that the Regional Assembly has assisted by 
supporting the Council’s proposal to extend the Green Belt into north 
Leicestershire.  I am hopeful that the Government will soon withdraw its 
direction to enable the Structure Plan to be adopted as soon as 
possible. 

 
Health Scrutiny 
 

• In my position statement to the last meeting of the County Council I 
referred to the commitment of the Administration, shared by all political 
parties on the Council, to make early progress on the introduction of 
Health Scrutiny in Leicestershire. 

 
• I am now pleased to be able to report that the proposal of the County 

Council, strongly supported by the NHS bodies, to constitute a joint 
committee with Leicester City Council and Rutland Council (as social 
services authorities) to scrutinise the strategic functions of health 
bodies has been agreed with Leicester City Council. 

 
• Whilst the final details of this arrangement have still to be settled, this 

development has allowed progress to be made on the shape of scrutiny 
at PCT level.  The County Council is proposing that for the four PCTs 
covering parts of the County there should be a single committee with 
the task of co-ordinating the work of four Subcommittees each covering 
a PCT area.  Each of the Subcommittees will have co-opted 
membership from the appropriate District Councils, recognising that the 
geographical areas covered by District Councils and the PCTs are not 
coterminous.   

 



 

 
  
  

 

• These proposals were discussed at a County and District Council 
Leaders’ meeting last Friday and met with a generally favourable 
response.  The Districts are meeting together this week, which allows 
them to discuss the proposal further, and I hope that very soon it will be 
possible to recommend the proposal to the Council via the Constitution 
Committee. 

 
Proposed Settlement for Local Authorities 
 

• The County Council has now been notified of the Government’s 
proposed financial settlement for 2004/5.  The outcome is deeply 
disappointing for Leicestershire because the County’s extremely poor 
level of Government funding compared with others will not change.  
The Council is due to get a 5.6% increase in Government funding but 
this will in no way allow the Authority to redress the balance inherent in 
the poor funding by the Government of the Council’s core services over 
the years.  Whilst the average for counties (without fire authorities) is 
5.3% Leicestershire has received one of the lowest increases among 
Midland Counties. 

 
• The increase in the Council’s schools Formula Spending Share (FSS) 

is based on the minimum of 5% per pupil and the Cabinet Lead 
Member’s statement elaborates on the settlement as it affects 
education. 

 
• Not only does the Government’s settlement fail to change our relative 

funding position it also fails to recognise our cost increases and 
demands on services, especially Social Services and Waste.  Even 
with my drive for efficiency improvements some difficult decisions will 
be required to keep the council tax increase below that for the current 
year.  

 
Burleigh Community College, Loughborough 
 

• I was recently invited to a meeting held at the College in light of a 
particular incident, following which arrests were made, and more 
general concern in regard to tensions within the local communities and 
how they have been handled by the Police.  My attendance at the 
meeting was useful in finding out the circumstances in which some 
students at Burleigh College felt seriously intimidated.  Listening to 
students caused me to have considerable sympathy for the very 
difficult circumstances facing some of them.  I also know that similar 
concerns were expressed by young people at the County Council's Vox 
Pop event two or three weeks ago. 

 
• I have said to the students that the County Council will do all it can to 

assist.  There are currently some problems affecting Loughborough 
which all of us with responsibilities for the governance of the area need 
to address.  I would not want to say a great deal more at this time but I 
will make sure that the County Council's involvement takes the views 
and expressions of local members fully into account. 



 

 
  
  

 

 
Park and Ride 
 

• Members will recall that the County Council has identified two sites for 
park and ride at Birstall and Glenfield.  I am pleased to say that the City 
has identified a new location in the Aylestone area for park and ride 
and consultation on this proposal will be starting in December. 

 
• The Department of Transport has indicated that an early decision could 

be made on funding for the scheme if the bid was submitted soon.  This 
is good news, but it does depend on the City Council coming to a 
positive decision quickly following their consultation.  I urge them to do 
so, for the sake of the many people in the County and the City who will 
benefit from the park and ride service. 

 
 


