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COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING – 17 SEPTEMBER 2003 
 

POSITION STATEMENT BY THE LEAD MEMBER FOR EDUCATION 
 

Levels of Achievement in Leicestershire 
 
This Administration is determined to provide the best educational 
opportunities for our young people, and to develop the culture of continuous 
school improvement. Our corporate strategy reflects this philosophy. 
 
We place high levels of personal achievement as the key priority for children 
attending school in Leicestershire. We welcome the support, dedication, 
ambition and hard work of our school staff, school governors, parents and the 
children who actively work towards the attainment of this target. 
 
I am very pleased that the progress made in recent years is being maintained, 
even though many of our schools had such a catastrophic start to the last 
academic year due to the inability of the Labour Government to sort out 
criminal record bureau checks.   
 
Our determination to achieve school improvement is characterised by the 
challenging targets that have been set to ensure that as many of our children 
and young people as possible achieve above the national standard. Our 
Education Officers work very closely and successfully with our schools to set 
challenging targets. The quality of their work was reflected in the recent LEA 
OFSTED Inspection Report. I recognise that without their specialist 
knowledge and leadership, the achievement of this target would be badly 
impaired.  
 
I am pleased to report to Council that a very high proportion of Leicestershire 
pupils achieve and exceed the national standards in the core subjects at both 
Key Stage 2 and 3. 
 
11 year old pupils (Key Stage 2) are attaining above national results in 
English, Mathematics and Science.  Leicestershire County Council scored top 
marks in English when compared to its statistical neighbours. 
 
There has also been a particularly good improvement in Key Stage 3. 14 year 
old pupils in Leicestershire are attaining 10% higher than average results in 
English, Maths and Science when compared with all pupils nationally. Our 14 
year old pupils achieved the third highest score out of all the 150 other LEAs 
in England. This is a fantastic achievement that we should all recognise and 
applaud. 
 
When compared with similar authorities, Leicestershire 14 year olds came top 
in Mathematics and Science and second in English at level 5.  They were also 
very successful with an increased percentage of pupils achieving level 6. 
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Over 7,000 pupils sat GCSE exams in a wide range of subjects at 18 colleges 
and schools throughout the County 
 
Provisional results show that schools in Leicestershire have improved their 
GCSEs for the 6th consecutive year – and the improvement is better than for 
the country as a whole. 
 
With all the results in, 97% of pupils achieved at least one pass at GCSE, 
93% achieved at least 5 passes and over 55% five or more GCSE grades A* 
to C.  The improvement in the 5 or more A* to C grades from 52.5% last year 
is particularly good. 
 
These are all time high figures, and meet all the achievement targets that 
have been set for the county. 
 
Three thousand 18 and 19 year olds across Leicestershire have received their 
end of school examination results.  Students have achieved awards in A2 (‘A’ 
levels), NVQ (National Vocational Qualifications) AS (short ‘A’ levels) and Key 
Skills. 
 
The majority of students at all of Leicestershire’s upper and 11-18 schools 
have achieved the grades necessary to progress along their chosen route into 
higher or further education or employment.   
 
We are very proud of all our pupils in Leicestershire, and their teachers. 
Working in partnership with our schools, seeking the active support of school 
governors, parents, and children, is demonstrating what can be achieved 
under very difficult financial circumstances that the County Council itself is not 
responsible for. 
 
New School Funding Arrangement Initial Outcomes   
 
The new Government formula for funding LEAs has impacted significantly on 
Schools’ budgets. 
 
Although the County Council met the Government’s passporting requirements, 
schools have experienced an average reduction in real terms of about 1 ½ %.  
The effects of the Government/DfES formula changes in 2003/04 have been 
widely reported;  they have impacted on schools in a number of LEAs. 
 
The impacts in Leicestershire include: 
 

 43 schools have been allowed to use 2003/2004 Devolved Formula 
Capital as revenue spending. 

 
 there has been an increase in non-replacement of vacant teaching 

and support staff posts (but no overall increase in redundancies). 
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 schools have reported that classes are larger and expenditure on 
materials, books, equipment has been reduced. 

 
 some schools have been able to spend at a level commensurate 

with 2002/03 but only by reducing balances. 
 
Estimating the outcome of the Secretary of State’s initial proposals for 
2004/05, set-out in a statement in early July, provides little reassurance for 
governing bodies.  
 
It is of particular concern that the Secretary of State is, on the one hand telling 
schools that there will be a guaranteed increase in the funding of each school 
(not quantified), but on the other hand is proposing to “cap” what the LEA can 
spend on SEN and excluded pupils.  If this is what happens in practice, the 
extra costs will fall on school budgets and there will be less (or, as in this year, 
no) benefit from the “guaranteed” funding increase. 
 
The impact of the Government’s re-arrangement of schools budgets is clear. 
The County Council now finds itself in the position of having to seek the 
agreement of the School Funding Forum for revenue growth, as this directly 
impacts on individual school budgets. 
 
Even worse, until the current year our local top-up of £9.7M enhanced the 
education budget including bringing school budgets up to the average for 
shire county schools. This money has been absorbed by the DfES into the 
base budget calculation, thereby preventing us from using this money for local 
priorities, such as 4+ admission, or the targeted projects in Modern Foreign 
Languages and Design and Technology that have helped in the improvement 
of GCSE results. 
 
County Council Statement – Outcomes of Best Value Review of Youth & 
Community 
 
In relation to the outcome of the Best Value Review of Youth & Community a 
great deal of progress has been made.  As you are aware on the 26th March a 
Best Value Review Implementation Plan was prepared and agreed by 
Cabinet. 
 
The new Youth Work Structure became operational on 1st September and the 
official launch was held on 11th September.  All staff are now in their new 
posts, an induction programme has been undertaken and a variety of focus 
groups established to involve all stakeholders in the process.  Members 
should have received a promotional brochure publicising the Youth Work 
Structure.  An interim arrangement for funding for 1st September – 3rd March 
2004 is now in place and a formula for funding for April 2004 is currently being 
developed. 
 
Preparations are underway to implement the Best Value Review outcome for 
Adult & Community Learning for April 2004.  A number of focus groups open 
to staff, governors and community association members have been 
established.  Some Community colleges are exploring the possibility of 
forming consortia to contract directly with the Leicestershire Learning and 
Skills Council for Adult Learning.  Although I would prefer that the LEA have a 
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single contract with the LSC for all adult provision and work in partnership with 
schools, colleges, and voluntary organisations over delivery, discussions are 
still taking place about alternative arrangements.  The LEA/LSC has offered 
support to the consortia in developing their proposals.  It will, obviously, be 
important for the LEA to resolve this as soon as possible so strategic planning 
can take place. 
 
The national work on the funding formula has revealed that further work needs 
to be done before a national move to a funding formula is agreed.  In 04/05, 
there will be some movement towards conveyance, but further work needs to 
be done before the block allocation system is changed (likely to be 06/07). 
 
Leicester Mercury Correction 
 
Following correspondence between the Editor of the Leicester Mercury and 
myself, a formal correction to their front-page article of 1st July 2003 was 
made by the Newspaper. 
 
Acting on information contained in that correspondence, I wrote to County 
Councillor Simon Galton to ask for his views on the statements made by the 
Editor.  
 
I received an interim reply, followed by a longer letter yesterday. The situation 
remains unclear. We have only 288 headteachers in Leicestershire, 
substantially less in the Harborough Constituency, but the Liberal Democrat 
Constituency Office in Market Harborough still claims that 300 surveys were 
sent out.  
 
Although the Mercury informed me that Liberal Democrat County Councillors, 
in particular their Lead member for Education, would be informed of the 
outcome of the Survey, Councillor Galton’s letter yesterday confirms that this 
information has still not been received. He offers me access to the outcome of 
that survey information before even his own Group has been made aware of 
the findings. This is truly bizarre.  
 
This Alice in Wonderland approach continues when he reveals to me that 
Headteachers were surveyed to ‘guess’ how the funding proposals might 
affect their school. It is quite incredible that a Party that aspires to be regarded 
as a serious political party can invite overworked headteachers to ‘guess’ how 
their budget might be affected in January of this year before the final figures 
were issued in March.  
 
Even more strange is that as yet I have not been able to find a single 
headteacher who can recall this survey. Mr Galton chides me for spending 
time on this issue but I am keen to establish if such a survey actually took 
place.   
 
 


