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COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING – 17 SEPTEMBER 2003 
 

POSITION STATEMENT BY THE LEADER 
 

Post Office Network ‘Reinvention Programme’ 
 
Leicestershire County Council has been consulted by the Post Office on its so 
called “network reinvention programme”. This programme, which applies to 
urban areas, is intended to reduce the number of post offices (i.e. close some) 
and arises from Government plans to pay benefits through other means. 
 
I am pleased to say that the County Council has a consistent record of both 
opposing closures and actively supporting existing post offices. Amongst other 
things:- 
 

• We have provided more than £15,000 to fund a Post Office 
Development Scheme developed through the Leicestershire Rural 
Partnership aimed at increasing the viability of rural post offices. 

 
• Community Access Points are being piloted in 7 post offices as part of 

the Council’s Better Access for Better Services initiative (BABSI) in an 
arrangement developed in partnership with the National Federation of 
Subpostmasters. 

 
Under the “network revention programme” the Post Office will be assessing all 
urban post offices in Leicestershire.  We will be ensuring that the County 
Council plays a full part in this process and that the views of local members 
are taken into account. 
 
The Fleckney Centre 
 

• On Saturday, the Fleckney Centre was opened (by the Chairman of the 
County Council).  It is multi agency centre providing a range of services 
to people in the area and has been developed by the County Council 
working in partnership with other service providers including 
Harborough District Council, Connexions and the Parish Council.  It is 
another part of our Better Access to Better Services initiative. 

 
• I am pleased that the County Council has again taken an opportunity to 

demonstrate its unique ability to work with other public agencies and to 
apply its resources to provide a significant improvement to the services 
on offer in a locality.  This is community leadership at its best. 
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• The Fleckney Centre is a very attractive facility that has been created 
by converting a building that once housed part of the local school.  It 
provides a range of services in one location including a library, an ICT 
centre, community and adult education classes and access to amongst 
others, the Connexions Service and the Pensions Service.  

 
• Over the next few years we intend to work with our partners to develop 

further access centres like Fleckney and progress will be reported to 
members.   

 
Overview and Scrutiny of Health Bodies 
 

• The Administration is committed to making progress to introduce health 
scrutiny in Leicestershire as soon as possible.  I know that is shared by 
Leaders of the other Groups and by members generally. 

 
• We believe that key to this is setting up a joint committee to undertake 

scrutiny of health bodies with responsibility across the areas of the 
County, City and Rutland, and the proposal has met with cross-party 
support in this Authority. 

 
• In addition, it is proposed that arrangements will be made for locally-

based scrutiny of those functions of the PCTs which affect only the 
County administrative area; these arrangements should involve district 
councils. 

 
• Prior to the local elections in May, it was understood that it was likely 

that the City Council would agree to set up a joint committee.  
Subsequently it appeared that may not be the case. The Chief 
Executive wrote to his counterpart in the City to request clarification 
and I was pleased to have a positive response from the Leader of the 
City Council to the need for a joint committee when he spoke with me 
at the end of last week.  A response to the Chief Executive’s letter has 
now been received.  At best that response is ambiguous, but it seems 
to have been written before Councillor Blackmore spoke with me last 
week. 

 
• The County Council has certainly been doing all it can to progress 

matters in a way which would meet the expectations of government 
guidance and produce a sensible structure to enable scrutiny of health 
bodies in Leicestershire to be carried out effectively. 

 
• Whilst it is important that the City Council’s position is clarified, not only 

for our benefit but for the benefit of the NHS organisations, the County 
Council can only wait so long before deciding on scrutiny arrangements 
of its own. 
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The Ivanhoe Line 
 

• We have recently heard from the Strategic Rail Authority on their plans 
for the future of rail services in Leicestershire and the East Midlands.  
Their booklet makes dispiriting reading, with retrenchment rather than 
expansion very much the theme, but I thought Members would be 
particularly interested to hear what they have to say about the Ivanhoe 
Line. 

 
• Commenting on the aspiration to re-introduce a train service on the 

Ivanhoe Line from Leicester to Burton on Trent, the Strategic Rail 
Authority say it is “unlikely to represent value for money or be 
affordable unless third party funding can be found” and they question 
“whether rail is best placed to serve the transport needs of this 
corridor?” 

 
• As I think all sides have recognised previously, the Strategic Rail 

Authority is the key body in this issue and it would be hard to imagine a 
broader hint that the Strategic Rail Authority consider the Ivanhoe Line 
a hopeless case.  We will have to bear this conclusion in mind as we 
review our rail policies over the next year or so as part of the 
preparatory work for the second Local Transport Plan. 

 
Green Paper on Childrens’ Services 
 

• I am sure members will be aware of the publication last week of the 
Green Paper ‘Every Child Matters’.  Copies are available in the Group 
Rooms and electronic and paper copies can be provided via Members 
Services officers.  The Government’s proposals, including the central 
recommendations of a Cabinet Lead Member with responsibility for 
Children and a Director of Children’s Services, accountable for local 
authority education and children’s social services, are only part of a 
wide-ranging set of proposals dealing, of course, with complex, 
sensitive and crucial issues. 

 
• There is a lot to digest and the Administration will not be making any 

rushed comment.  Responses to the Green Paper are not required until 
December and so there is time to give the proposals detailed 
consideration.  The Cabinet’s views will be available for consideration 
by scrutiny. 

 
Regional Assembly 
 

• The East Midlands Regional Assembly met on 12 September, in 
Wigston.  The main purpose of the meeting was to review the way in 
which the Assembly works. 

 
• There are 3 main strands to what is being proposed:- 
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1. A Regional Planning Board – covering statutory spatial planning 
functions. 

 
2. A Regional Scrutiny Board – whose functions will include scrutiny 

of emda. 
 
3. A Regional Policy Board. 
 

• The detailed proposals are subject to final approval by the Assembly at 
its meeting in December. 

 
• The Assembly is pressing ahead with steps, agreed in principle in 

June, to establish itself as a company limited by guarantee which will 
give it operational and management independence. 

 


