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If you live, work or study in 
Leicestershire and/or receive a service 
provided by the County Council you can 
organise a petition or e-petition and 
the County Council will consider the 
matter. Your petition should be relevant 
to a matter over which the Council has 
authority, relates to a service provided  
by the NHS in Leicestershire or which 
otherwise affects the County.

You can submit petitions to meetings 
of the Scrutiny Commission, Scrutiny 
Committees, the Development Control 
and Regulatory Board, Highways Forums, 
and certain other bodies, or directly 
to Chief Officers. Petitions cannot be 
submitted to either the Cabinet or to full 
Council unless they relate to a matter 
already before those bodies, or support 
is so significant that they have amassed 
over 10,000 signatures - which then 
triggers a debate at full Council.

If you require this information  
in another version e.g. large print,  

or an alternative language,  
please telephone 0116 305 6036  
or email: democracy@leics.gov.uk

Notes



What should a  
petition contain?
•	The petition should be clear and concise - 

setting out the issue of concern, and what 
action the County Council is being asked to 
take in response.

•	In order to validate support for a petition, 
signatories should record their name, address 
(residential, work, or study, as applicable), 
and the date on which they signed the 
petition. E-petitions submitted via the County 
Council’s online Political Management System 
(politics.leics.gov.uk) should also include 
signatories’ email addresses.

•	The petition should be submitted along with 
the contact details for a ‘lead petitioner’ with 
whom the County Council can communicate 
on behalf of all the signatories.

Data Protection
The contact details you provide us with will not 
be published and the County Council will not 
contact you unless you are the Lead Petitioner or 
it needs to clarify matters regarding the specific 
petition you have submitted/signed. Your details 
will not be passed on to any third party.

How do I present  
a petition?
•	Petitions may be presented in the traditional 

manner of a paper petition and/or online 
in the form of an e-petition via the County 
Council’s online Political Management 
System (politics.leics.gov.uk) which contains 
further guidance on submitting and signing 
petitions in an online format.

•	The petition must be received by the 
Chief Executive’s Department (contact details 
opposite) 8 clear days before the relevant 
meeting at which it is to be presented.

•	You may present the petition at the meeting 
or ask your local County Councillor to do this 
on your behalf if you wish and if he/she is 
agreeable.

•	Alternatively, you may send petitions 
directly to the Chief Officer of the relevant 
Department. In such cases appropriate 
action will be taken and you will receive a 
written response to the issues raised.

What happens  
at the meetings?
•	You or your County Councillor will be asked 

to read the wording of the petition and state 
the number of signatories.

•	The Chairman of the meeting has discretion 
to invite you to explain the background to 
the issue where he/she believes it would be 
helpful to do so.

Please note that speakers may not join in the 
subsequent debate at the meeting.

Members may
	 discuss the issues raised in the petition 

there and then and come to a view as to 
how they should be addressed,

	 or
	 ask the relevant Chief Officer to respond in 

writing to you,

	 or
	 refer the petition to another body or to a 

Chief Officer and request a report back on 
the matter.

How to contact us
For advice about presenting a petition or any 
other matters relating to meetings of County 
Council bodies, please speak to any of the 
Committee Officers in the Chief Executive’s 
Department. They will be pleased to assist you.
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If you have any 	
queries or comments 	
about the procedure 	
please get in touch.


