
 
 

CABINET – 28 JULY 2009 
 

SCRUTINY REVIEW PANEL ON THE COUNTY COUNCIL’S 
ENVIRONMENT POLICIES AND PROGRAMMES 

 
REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE AND DIRECTOR OF 

COMMUNITY SERVICES 
 

TRANSITION TOWNS 
 

PART A 
 

Purpose of report 
 
1. The purpose of this report is to outline the recommendations (contained 

in the appendix) arising from the seventh block of work on ‘Transition 
Towns’, undertaken by the Scrutiny Review Panel established to 
consider the County Council’s environment policies and programmes. 

 
Recommendation 
 
2. The Cabinet is recommended to consider:- 
 

(a) The overall conclusions of the Panel on the approach to be 
adopted by the County Council in relation to supporting 
communities wishing to become 'Transition Communities' as set 
out in paragraph 10 of the attached Panel report including some 
specific actions (paragraph 7 refers); 

 
(b) The view of the Panel, given the work already undertaken in 

relation to the Environment Strategy and Carbon Programme, is 
that undertaking a further block of work on an Energy Descent 
Action Plan is not considered necessary in the short term 
(paragraph 8 refers). 

 
Reason for Recommendation 
 
3. To continue to develop the County Council’s environment policies and 

programmes. 

  B 
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Timetable for Decisions (including Scrutiny) 
 
4. The Scrutiny Commissioners, at an informal meeting held on Monday 

13 July 2009, discussed the final report of the Review Panel and were 
content for it to be presented to the Cabinet for consideration.  

 
Policy Framework and Previous Decisions 
 
5. The County Council at its meeting of 3 December 2008 agreed the 

following Notice of Motion on Transition Towns which has provided the 
Panel with a seventh block of work to consider: 
 
"(a) That this Council:- 
 

(i) acknowledges the work done by communities in Market 
Harborough, Leicestershire, Leicester and Totnes, Devon on 
Transition Towns and that the independence of the Transition 
Movement is the key to its grass roots appeal; 

 
(ii) fully endorses the Transition Town Movement and subscribes 

to the principles and ethos of the organisation’s goals to 
reduce dependence on fuel oil and create more sustainable 
communities. 

 
(b) That accordingly the Cabinet be requested to:- 
 

(i) consider how the County Council might provide support and 
assistance to all towns in Leicestershire that wish to join this 
initiative to help them achieve the goals they set for 
themselves as local communities; 

 
(ii) consider the concept of Leicestershire working towards 

Leicestershire becoming a Transition County; 
 
(iii) undertake a review of the Council's budgets and services to 

achieve a reduction in dependence on fuel oil and produce an 
energy descent action plan in line with the principles of the 
Transition Initiative. 

 
 (c) That the matter be referred to the 5 Member Panel on the County 

Council's Environment Policies and Programmes in order that it 
can be considered in the context of other initiatives such as 
Climate Friendly Communities and the County Council's 
involvement in the Local Authority Carbon Management 
Programme." 
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Resource Implications 
 
6. There are no specific resource implications arising from this report as 

the recommendations can be funded from existing budgets and from 
funding streams available to the County Council as outlined in 
paragraph 6 in the appendix to this report. 

 
 
Circulation under the Local Issues Alert Procedure 

 
7. None. 
 
 
Officers to Contact 
 
Mr. P. Williams, Head of Environmental Management Tel: (0116) 3057080 
Email peter.williams@leics.gov.uk 
 
Mr. B. Smith, Committee Officer Tel: (0116) 3056036 
Email: ben.smith@leics.gov.uk 
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PART B 

 
Background  
 

8. At the beginning of 2007, the Scrutiny Review Panel on Energy 
reported its findings which sought to assist the County Council in 
reducing its energy usage and its carbon emissions.  During this time 
the County Council, on an all-party basis, signed the Nottingham 
Declaration on Climate Change pledging to work to reduce carbon 
emissions to help tackle climate change. 

 

9. The Scrutiny Commission in considering how best to contribute to the 
Council’s commitments, at its meeting on 28th February 2007, resolved 
that this Review Panel should be convened ‘to consider the Council’s 
current and planned response to the Environment agenda with a view 
to identifying the key areas of County Council activity that can be 
investigated further so as to deliver the Council’s commitments to the 
environment and climate change.’ 

 

Membership of the Panel 
  

10. The following members were appointed to serve on the Panel:- 
 

Dr. S. Hill CC   Mr J S Moore CC * 
Mrs M. L. Sherwin CC * Mr David Snartt CC 
Mr Neville Stork CC * 
 

Mrs Sherwin was appointed as Chairman of the Panel.  
 

[NB. Former members of the Council, following the May 2009 County Council 
elections are denoted with an asterisk.] 

 
Conduct of the Review to Date 
 

11. The Scrutiny Review Panel has so far met on eleven occasions 
between July 2007 and April 2009.  Over the course of this time, , given 
the scale of the Environment Agenda, the work of the Panel was 
divided into the following six priority areas, the findings of which were 
reported to scrutiny and the Cabinet on the dates indicated:- 

 
i) Environmental Procurement (Scrutiny Commission – 19 December 

2007; Cabinet - 15 January 2008); 
 
ii) Environmental Leadership (Scrutiny Commission – 15 January 

2008; Cabinet - 8 April 2008); 
 

iii) Climate Change issues (Environment Overview and Scrutiny – 4 
September 2008; Cabinet - 1 October 2008); 
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iv) County Hall Waste Audit Action Plan;  )  Environment Overview  
                                                                              )  and Scrutiny - 

v) Biodiversity and Water; and                  )  9 December 2008; 
                                                                   )  Cabinet – 13 January 
vi) Carbon Management and the Energy  )   2009 
      and Water Strategy.   
 
The notice of motion added Transition Towns as the seventh work 
block. 
 

12. The Panel’s work to date has informed a revised Environment Strategy 
and Action Plan which was considered and approved by the Cabinet on 
10 March 2009 and the County Council on 25 March 2009. 

 
Background Papers 

 
Reports of the Scrutiny Review Panel on the County Council’s Environment 
Policies and Programmes: 

 
Procurement and the Environment - Cabinet, 15 January 2008. 
Leadership and the Environment – Cabinet, 8 April 2008 
Climate Change issues – Cabinet, 1 October 2008 
County Hall Waste Audit Action Plan – Cabinet, 13 January 2009 
Biodiversity and Water – Cabinet, 13 January 2009 
Carbon Management and the Energy and Water Strategy – Cabinet, 13 
January 2009 

 
Relevant Impact Assessments: 
 
Equal Opportunities Implications 
 
13. None. 
 
Environmental Implications 
 
14. Delivering the scale of carbon emissions reductions required by the 

Government target of an 80% reduction by 2050 requires all sectors of 
society to play a part in the significant changes needed. Supporting 
local actions by local communities is an essential part of delivering on 
those changes and, at the same time, supports other elements of the 
Sustainable Community Strategy such as Stronger Communities and 
Volunteering. 

 
 
 
 
 
Appendix: Final Report of the Scrutiny Review Panel on the County Council’s 

Environment Policies and Programmes 
 


