
Appendix 
 
 

FINAL REPORT OF THE REVIEW PANEL 
 

TRANSITION TOWNS 
 

Conduct of this Review and Evidence 
 

1. The Panel met on two occasions to consider this issue. The following 
expert witnesses detailed their local activities which sought to get 
communities involved locally in combating climate change and 
becoming more self sufficient:  

 
a. Darren Woodiwiss and Sarah Clarke of Transition Harborough 

and Sue Meredith of the Charnwood Transition Group; 
 
Transition Leicester, Transition Harborough and the Transition 
Group of Charnwood are local responses to the challenges of 
climate change and the concept of peak oil1, They are part of a 
growing network of Transition initiatives in the United Kingdom 
and around the world. In forming network of local people it seeks 
to take action to inspire the local community to make a transition 
towards a positive and properly sustainable future.  
 
Two important goals of the Transition Towns movement are: 
  
i. greatly reducing carbon emissions, in order to contribute 
to the locality’s share of the global effort to helping avoid 
dangerous climate change; 

ii. improving resilience, in order to be able to provide for 
core needs such as food, energy, entertainment and 
transportation – even if prices of fossil fuels (on which our 
current infrastructure relies) substantially increase.  

 
Locally the Transition Networks have been working towards: 
 

• Educating their communities through a number of talks 
and presentations; 

• Forming food co-operatives to reduce food miles and 
packaging; 

• Working towards planting trees on council land; 

                                                           
1
 ‘Peak Oil is about the end of cheap and plentiful oil, the recognition that the total volume 

of oil being pumped into our economies will at some point peak and then inexorably 

decline. It’s also about recognising that our industrialised way of life and the growth in 

global economic activity over the past century has been absolutely dependent on the ever-

increasing supply of cheap oil.’ - Taken from http:// transitiontowns.org 
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• Providing a pilot for an integrated food network looking at 
food procurement and a local growing community to 
support agriculture. 

 
b. Diana Cook - Rural Community Council (RCC) for Leicestershire 

and Rutland; 
 
The RCC is an infrastructure organisation and works within the 
third ‘voluntary’ sector. In terms of climate change, the 
Community Council sees its role as ensuring help and support is 
provided for community initiatives to tackle and influence 
environmental issues at a local level. 
 
The RCC supports a number of initiatives to tackle climate 
change, provides general advice and engages through 
consultation e.g. local initiatives, road shows, open days and 
community development. Successful rural initiatives in the 
County to date have involved the introduction of Parish Plan 
Environmental Groups such as: 
 

• Sustainable Billesdon; 

• Tilton Green; 

• Sharnford Environment Group. 
 

c. Miriam Stoate of Tilton Green; 
 
Tilton Green is a local village volunteer group which seeks to 
improve the environment and create a sustainable future in 
which it lives having becoming a ‘Climate Friendly Community’. 
Led by a group of volunteers the community have embraced a 
number of measures and initiatives following the creation of a 
Parish Plan such as: 
 

• Tilton Green Fair at which over 300 people attended; 

• Providing 40 £50 grants so far to households who 
undertake home insulation; 

• £500 of eco lightbulbs purchased following circulation of 
Eco-St Lightbulb library to 15% pf houses; 

• Loan of Owl monitors to enable cuts in energy use; 

• Recycling drop off for monthly collection at the village hall; 

• Seeking funding packages to further the community work, 
including £7000 from the Government Office for the East 
Midlands. 

•  
d. Wendy Jones – Footprints Challenge, North West Leicestershire 

District Council; 
 
In April 2008, North West Leicestershire District Council issued a 
challenge to the families, individuals, community groups, 
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children and businesses of the district to change the way all 
citizens think and act about the environment to make the district 
a greener place to live, work and visit.  
 
Over the course of the Footprints Challenge, businesses, 
households, schools, community groups and individuals have all 
been encouraged to take action to improve their environmental 
performance. The Council has also been taking action to 
improve its own performance and reduce its carbon footprint. 
 
Successful initiatives include: 
 

• Over 500 families; 30 local businesses (including receipt 
of £10,000 sponsorship) and many schools signed up to 
the Footprints Challenge over the last 12 months; 

• Getting the National Forest Company to issue over 1000 
free trees to be place in householders gardens and other 
green spaces; 

• Over 150 households using energy monitors to reduce 
their energy use and bills; 

• During the Big Switch Off week, energy use at North 
West Leicestershire District Council Offices was reduced 
by 80%; 

• Working with the County Council and Leicestershire 
Waste Partnership to reduce carbon emissions via the 
Green Cone initiative to encourage home composting; 

• Holding a first year celebration of the achievements of 
the Footprints Challenge on 8 May where local success 
will be recognised and rewarded. 

 
e. Jonathan O'Farrell – Ibstock Does Climate Change 

 
Ibstock Does Climate Change was an idea conceived by a local 
resident in 2007 as a personal but positive and constructive 
response to challenge individuals, families and the Parish of 
Ibstock regarding climate change and the future choices around 
use of energy. A number of initiatives undertaken have been: 
 

• Setting up of a website providing advice and articles on 
climate change which received 300,000 hits during 2008 
– http://takepart.org/ibstockclimatechange 

• Planting of 380 native trees in December 2007; 

• Being selected as a Climate Friendly Community in 
December 2007; 

• Working with local students to design a ‘No Pressure’ 
logo and delivering an assembly around the Big Switch 
Off Campaign of 2008 with Enable and the Footprints 
Challenge team; 
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• An event in March 2008 at which local people were 
invited to make pledges to reduce their carbon footprint. 

 
Background 
 
2. The key policy areas for the County Council on community 

engagement and climate change are based in the Sustainable 
Community Strategy and the Environment Strategy and include the 
following commitments: 

 
Sustainable Community Strategy 
 

Priority Outcome 4.1 Our contribution to Climate Change is 
reduced. 
 

Sub Outcome 4.1.1 CO2 emissions will be reduced across the 
County including public sector operations 
and estates. 
 

Priority Outcome 2.1 Stronger Communities (both geographical 
and interest) where people are involved, 
engaged and play a role in decision 
making. 
 

Sub Outcome 2.1.7 Local communities are assisted to find local 
solutions  
 

Priority Outcome 2.7 Well supported volunteering opportunities 
are provided within and by the community. 
 

 
Environment Strategy  

 
3. Leicestershire County Council is committed to protecting and enhancing 

the environment of Leicestershire and to improving the quality of life for 
Leicestershire people both now and in the future. 

 
The Way Forward 

 
4. Arising from the presentations and subsequent discussion it was 

concluded that the key lessons from the presentations are that there is 
no single approach that fits the needs and circumstances of all 
communities.  After the presentations there was some debate about the 
relevant mix of components to address the issues:  

 
i) Officer support against local financing; 
ii) Top down or Bottom up; and 
iii) Engagement or Community Capacity Raising. 
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5. We conclude that a menu of approaches along all these spectra is 
required in order to be able to respond to the variety of communities in 
Leicestershire and their various needs and situations.  We support 
community engagement on Climate Change action and the provision of a 
wide range of support for community action based on the needs and 
aspirations of each community including the Transition Towns 
movement, Climate Friendly Communities and other initiatives.  

 
6. The funding available to support community engagement in the year 

ahead consists of a mix which includes the following: 
 

i) A new SHIRE Climate Change Grant available for community 
groups for projects that can demonstrate a real carbon saving. 
This scheme will be open to all communities based on the merits 
of the scheme not the organisation.  The total grant available in 
2009/10 is £30,000; 

 
ii) A Climate Friendly Communities Scheme (based on the pilot run 

in Tilton, Billesdon and Ibstock in 2008-09) that provides a pot of 
funding available for community groups to tackle climate change 
issues based on the priorities of each group. The total pot 
available in 2009/10 is £30,000; and 

 
iii) Funding available from the Regional Improvement and Efficiency 

Partnership for spending across Leicestershire, Leicester and 
Rutland on climate change over 2009-11 of £165,000 
(comprising of £40,000 on practical projects, £30,000 on the Big 
Switch Off and £95,000 on Community Engagement).  The 
Community Engagement funds will be spent on a mix of officer 
support and on the ground projects. 

 
7. Through this mix of approaches it is considered that communities will be 

able to find appropriate approaches for their own identified needs.  In 
addition to this, as a result of the presentations and debates, the 
community representatives also identified a need for other assistance 
which we also support. This support includes the following, some of 
which is already provided in the ENABLE Community Information Pack, 
and which could now usefully be updated-: 

 
i) An on-line signposting document, similar to that prepared 

for the Eco-schools, indicating who in the County Council, 
and elsewhere, can provide what advice, sources of funds, 
etc; 

 
ii) Signposting to websites and other sources of information 

on different sources of practical help such as grants and 
offers available under different headings; 

 
iii) Access to an expert (or group of experts) in community 

approaches to sustainability initiatives (including climate 
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change, transition towns, etc.) who has had hands on 
experience of working with communities; 

 
iv) Improved linkages to the Parish Plan process (and 

equivalent processes in non-parished and urban areas) for 
those interested in establishing Community 
Environment/Transition groups, in terms of how to set-up a 
constitution, different approaches to community 
engagement, recruiting volunteers, etc. Also some 
suggested questions could possibly be added to the 
generic Parish Plan list of questions to provide useful 
background information; and 

 
v) Clear and consistent leadership and support on the issue 

from Leicestershire Together, ENABLE and the Rural 
Community Council.  

 
8. The Notice of Motion on Transition Towns agreed on 3 December 2008 

also sought to address the question of whether Leicestershire should 
prepare an energy descent action plan and should work towards 
becoming a Transition County.  We consider that our report on Climate 
Change Issues, as approved by Cabinet, combined with the work on the 
Environment Strategy and the Carbon Programme effectively provides 
an Energy Descent Action Plan, at least for the next five years.  A 
further block of work on an Energy Descent Action Plan is not 
therefore considered necessary in the short term.  

 
9. On the specific question of Transition Towns it is believed that this may 

well be an appropriate route for some Leicestershire Communities.  The 
range of funding available set out above will also suit such groups but 
won’t be exclusive to Transition Town communities alone.  

 
10. We therefore consider support should be given, within the 

resources available, for communities which wish to become 
Transition Communities. We also consider that such an approach 
for Leicestershire, as a whole, would have a number of advantages. 
However, there is already a substantial agenda of actions for 
community based work on climate change across the County and 
we consider that fulfilling these are of real importance and will in 
themselves be necessary and helpful steps towards fulfilling the 
concept of being a Transition County. 

 
 

 
 
 

Mrs. M. L. Sherwin CC 
Chairman of the Scrutiny Review Panel 


